
Jimmy edgar

The Detroit-bred, Berlin-based futuristic 
funk expert just released a new video for his 
track “Let Yrself Be” and is set to release 
a John Talabot & Scuba remix of his single 

“Sex Drive/Let Yrself Be”. 

The craziest party I ever played at took 
place in Russia. I went there illegally through 
Belarus on a night train because I couldn’t get a 
visa. Russia has its own style, grey and dreary 
but with red lipstick and beautiful women. 

but the worst party you can be at is when the 
booth is not comfortable for the DJ, with bad 
equipment and bad monitoring. Under these 
conditions you cannot work properly and 
cannot have a good time. For a good show it’s 
also important to have a good rest before, a 
good dinner, connect with the promoter and 
have a full house – the rest is magic. If we 
had to organise the last party on earth? Well 
we’d definitely get Damian Lazarus, Ricardo 
Villalobos and DJ Harvey to play.

soundcloud.com/furcoatmusic

boys Noize

German producer Alexander Ridha, aka Boys 
Noize has come out of nowhere to literally 
dominate the distorted electro scene. He runs 
his own label, Boys Noize Records, which 
counts Spank Rock and acclaimed New York 
rapper Le1f on its roster, and, more recently, 
has teamed up with American post-dub sen-
sation Skrillex under the moniker “Dog Blood”. 
Their first single will be released shortly. 

The craziest party we ever played at was 
in a private loft in New York that belonged to 
my friend Jake Shears from the Scissors Sisters. 
It was his birthday party for which he removed 
all of his furniture, put up a DJ booth, strobe 
lights, lasers, and even a fog machine! This 
party just got super intense with the craziest 
people and freaks I’ve ever seen together in one 
room. Unfortunately everything got shut down 
by the police around 3h30 am. In Berlin we 
did my 2007 “Oi Oi Oi” album release party 
in a super run-down house. The funny thing 
was that you could only reach the entrance 
through a small turkish Kebab place. You had 
to go through the toilet which led you to a long 
dark corridor until you ended up in this fucked 
up house. I didn’t do any promo or flyers and 
just by word of mouth 750 people came and 
totally packed the place. It was awesome! 

The party was at one of the biggest Moscow 
clubs and at one point the police showed up. 
This tiny promoter girl grabbed my hand and 
ran with me right past the police to get into 
a secret hidden room where DJ Sprinkles, 
Carsten Nicoli and about 10 Russian women 
were drinking vodka. In the end the police 
left and I put on a great show. For a good party 
the absolutely most important condition is 
to have a crowd of excited people – if they’re 
your friends, that’s even better. Friends will 
make any party a good one, even if it’s in the 
worst location. Good music is important too 
of course. A track that gets every crowd on its 
feet is obviously “Head” from Prince. Adonis’ 

“No Way Back” is a good one too. Lately, I’ve 
been hearing DJ's dropping Darryl Pandy 
with “Love Can’t Turn Around”. One of my 
best experiences was DJing on a roof on a hot 
summer day – it was so surreal and beautiful. 
Very memorable was also a show that we did 
out of my Cadillac in Detroit. I had about 500 
people playing out of my sound system and 
hooked up to a larger PA. If I had to organise 
the last party on earth I would put Lil Louie, 
Aphex Twin and T Pain behind the decks. 

soundcloud.com/jimmyedgar

fur coat

The acclaimed duo from Caracas, 
Venezuela, just moved to Barcelona and the 
release of their debut album “Mind Over 
Matter” on Crosstown Rebels is scheduled 
for this September.

The most insane party we’ve ever played 
at was probably the one in Warung, Brazil.  
The place is just amazing and the crowd was 
incredible. Imagine more than 5000 people 
going crazy at night on the beach. The weather, 
the location, this whole Latin vibe – it was 
a crazy atmosphere. A venue that we really 
liked was this underground place in Torino, 
Italy. It had the feeling of an old bunker, but 
with a very modern bar. Plus, people showed 
up with fur coats and crazy costumes. We 
doń t want to point at anybody in particular, 
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What makes a party 
memorable? Which 
sound system is the 
heaviest in the world? 
Which track is sure to 
get the crowds going? 
What is the planet's 
best club? We put 
these questions, and 
others, to some of 
the world's best DJs, 
getting a firsthand 
account of what life in 
the DJ lane feels like. 
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Another great location was the Sasquasch 
Festival, three hours away from Seattle. The 
drive there was so beautiful, we went through 
all types of landscapes until we arrived on top 
of a mountain range, where the stage was set 
up at the edge of a cliff. It is such a beauti-
ful view and the feeling you get when you’re 
surrounded by this kind of scenery is amazing. 
The worst party I ever played at was maybe 
in Miami, I think it was last year. I played in a 
pretty posh club where the people are used to 
big room mainstream music. The Black Eyed 
Peas had a concert that day in Miami and 
will.i.am came to that party and he wanted to 
DJ. Of course the promoter was happy about it. 
So I started to play after Mr.i.am and because 
he had already played a pretty mainstream set, 
I wanted to start the party big and put my track 

“Lemonade” which is always guaranteed to get 
the people go wild. But there was no reaction, 
nothing. I tried some other tracks that always 
get the crowd on its feet and after there was 
still no reaction I decided to play only ghetto 
Chicago house stuff, you know, these "suck 
it suck it, fuck fuck it" or "bitch bitch bitch" 
tracks. I did a short 70 minutes set and after me 
the “BEP crew” played again. Their first song 
was Rihanna… I hated it. For the last party on 
this planet I’d pick Xavier from † (he always 
drops some good unexpected fun), 2manyDjs 
(they’ ve got the biggest collection and the best 
taste, I’m sure they’d pick the coolest songs), 
Jarvis Cocker (I heard him once and I started 
to dance) and some random friend who is not a 
DJ but just plays music from his iPod.

boysnoize.com

Nosedrip

Hailing from Ostende but based in Ghent, 
Nosedrip is one of Belgium’s up-and-com-
ing DJs, his blend of future dub, lazy psyche, 
broken house, obscure pop and warm retro 
electronica having earned him quite a repu-
tation as oddball-in-chief. 

A party is good when there is an equal 
amount of girls and boys. The craziest one 
I’ve ever played at took place in an abandoned 
school. My favorite venue though is definitely 

the Muziekgebouw t’IJ Amsterdam. If I want 
to make the crowd go insane I play Michael 
Jackson’s “Off The Wall” – that track just 
always works. But once even that was not 
enough: When I played at some bridal party 
at Box 68 in Ostend the bride was shouting 

“You’re ruining my wedding!!!” and in the end 
I got kicked out by her dad-in-law. For the last 
party on earth I would hire Floating Points, 
Cosmin TRG & Caribou/Four Tet.

nosedrip.tumblr.com

The Magician

The former Aeroplane member has been busy 
on the remix tip of late, with his remix of Lykke 
Li’s “I Follow Rivers” clocking up serious 
airplay. He’s also collaborating with French 
producer Yuksek, with whom he just recently 
released “Memory” on cult label Kitsuné. 

The craziest party I’ve ever played at was 
probably in that club in Los Angeles called 

“Rhonda”. The temperature was around 40 
degrees with strictly no air and no space to 
move! Everybody was disguised or weirdly 
dressed up… I had just arrived from Europe, 
the jetlag was really strong and everything 
seemed unreal… When it comes to locations, 
the Ageha Club in Tokyo was the most insane 
one so far. They had the craziest sound system 
I ever played. Forty speakers with equal 
distance between each other, all in light red 
color and they looked like robots. Before and 
after you play, you get a mini towel to wash 
your hands before and after your set. I can’t 
remember a real bad party… but there was 
quite a horrible incident that happened at a 
party in Switzerland. Someone threw some 
chemical liquid to my face whilst I was playing. 
I finished the night in the emergency room. 
Fortunately, after many tests, my eyes weren't 
injured… But that night was definitely a chang-
ing moment in my DJ career. To be able to have 
a good party I need a flight without delay, a 
warm welcome, a nice hotel, a good restaurant, 
a “Moscow Mule” cocktail and a good DJ for 
the warming up. And my remix of Sam Sparro’s 

“Happiness” always get the crowd on its feet. 
For my very last party on earth I’d let Daniele 
Baldelli, Larry Levan (if he was still alive) and 
2 Many DJs play.

the-magician.be

Lefto

Lefto is one of Belgium’s better known 
DJs, relentlessly touring the world, co-
programming festivals, putting on his own 
hip hop radio show on Studio Brussel and 
co-running the B9000 label. We caught up 
with him at Dour a few hours before he was 
set to take to the stage.

Every party where people are 100 percent 
with you is a good party. The best parties are 
the ones where people are really in it from 
the beginning to the end, that’s just beautiful. 
The most important condition is the DJ. In 
the end the party is always in the hands of the 
DJ, he’s the one who puts people in a certain 
condition. That is what our job is about. If it’s 
not going well we have to try something else 
and make it work. There are many different 
DJs. Some just play what they want to play and 
don’t care about the crowd. Then there are DJs 
who change to commercial stuff when they 
have problems, but that’s no solution either. 
I basically play what I like. I am very lucky 
that I have a crowd who comes especially to 
hear my stuff. That’s why it doesn’t happen 
very often that I play in front of a crowd who 
doesn’t like my sound. When someone tries to 
book me, I find out what it is about. If it doesn’t 
fit I don’t accept it. I’ve played in so many beau-
tiful locations, for example in South Korea, on 
beaches… I really love Asia and Japan. The 
atmosphere in Manila is great too. 

And some of my favorite parties are 
in LA. But at the end of the day Northern 
Europe is still the best place to party. I think 
we are more open to different styles. In some 
places here you can play house then Cumbia 
right after and people will love it. For the 
last party on earth I’d choose Four Tet. I saw 
his last set and really enjoyed it. And Giles 
Peterson because he’s been a big inspiration. 

lefto.be
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booka Shade

Walter Merziger and Arno Kammermeier 
aka Booka Shade are true veterans of 
Germany’s electronic music scene. They’re 
currently working on their fifth album, 
planned to be released next spring. We met 
the pair shortly before their insane set at 
Les Ardentes this summer.

It’s always bad when the promoters do 
something just for the money and without 
love and enthusiasm, just to cash up. That 
happened a lot in the 90s when techno was 
still really young. Two or three years ago we 
arrived at a party and the promoter had no 
clue who we were or what kind of music we 
were doing. He just booked us because he 
knew the name and we were on everyone’s 
lips at the time. And once we were booked 
for a hip hop party in Düsseldorf – very 
interesting when two worlds collide like that. 
Of course it can also be a good thing, but it 
has to be done on purpose, like in Portugal 
where we recently played at a hip hop meets 
electronica party. The song that really always 
works is our track “Body Language”. That’s 
our safe shot so to speak. But first of all you 
need a good sound system, that’s just essential. 
Other than that there should be enough 
(alcoholic) drinks and a nice atmosphere. You 
can deal with everything, but if the sound is 
bad it gets very difficult. One of our craziest 
party experiences was on tour in Australia. 
We played at the Future Festival and Sven 
Väth got into this habit of doing after parties 
in private apartments. Besides him there 
were Dubfire, John Digweed and a few other 
high-profile DJs – the people were quite 
surprised whom they suddenly found in their 
living room! And in the morning we all took 
a plane together to go to the next festival. The 
most amazing location we ever played at is 
the Red Rocks in Colorado, in the Rocky 
Mountains. Disco Biscuits which are not that 
known here, a jam band from the US, played 
there. They always do four hour long sets 
with a break in the middle, and that was when 
we took the stage. 12 000 people were there 
in this natural amphitheater. Very impressive. 
We have to admit that we are very privileged. 
We get to play in so many beautiful locations. 

On the beach at the ocean, in the Canadian 
mountains just outside of Vancouver… in 
quite a lot of amazing natural settings. And 
also in these insane old hangars for example 
or at various cultural landmarks. It’s really 
great. But don’t get us wrong, we haven’t 
seen everything yet. We’d love to play in 
Australia or New Zealand again, it’s always 
very exotic there. And we actually never did 
the Hurricane festival in Germany, that’s 
something that’s still on our list. Burning 
Man would be great too or Fujirock in Japan. 
And, even though we’ve done everything from 
Lollapalooza to Glastonbury, we’re not done 
yet! For the last party ever on this planet we’d 
invite Sven Väth, our friends M.A.N.D.Y 
from Get Physical, and definitely a pretty girl. 
Who could that be… maybe this incredible 
pretty Scandinavian DJ…what’s her name? 
Anyway, a beautiful woman has to be there!

bookashade.com

Shlohmo

Only 21 years old but already touring the 
whole world, Henry Laufer aka Shlohmo is 
one of those boy-wonders that’s been on 
every industry head’s lips of late. We caught 
up with the LA-based DJ and producer 
right after his energetic set at this year’s 
Dour Festival. 

The craziest parties are always the hippie 
festivals taking place in forests and stuff. 
There was this one recently in the desert in 
Nevada called Symbiosis festival. It’s right 
where “Burning Man” is, but on the lake. It’s 
just so not my scene, so it’s always weird and 
funny. All the hippies love drugs and base 
music. The tracks that always gets a crowd 
on its feet are all RL Grime tracks. Literally 
every single one of them works. But if I had to 
name only one track it would be the “Mercy 
Remix”, the RL Grime remix of that Kanye 
song. The worst party I ever played at was 
probably at some kid’s house where I got only 
paid in weed and there were only 10 people. 
No, wait, I can actually think of a worse one, 
it was in Urbana, Illinois where I played for 
only one guy. We were on tour and it was just a 

filler, really spontaneous, to be able to pay for 
gas and stuff. The crowd is really important. 
At my last party on earth I wouldn’t let any 
DJs play. I’d want Sleep, Explosions in the Sky, 
Drake and M83 there.

shlohmo.tumblr.com

deniz Kurtel

The Berlin-based deep house producer 
stirred up quite some attention with her 2011 
debut album “Music Watching Over Me”. 
Her new record “The Way We Live” is out 
now on Wolf+Lamb Records.

The craziest place I ever played at was 
without a doubt Burning Man. It was just so 
extreme. I was supposed to play at like six in 
the morning but couldn’t find my friends who 
had the key to the car where all my equip-
ment was stored. So I took a bicycle and drove 
through the desert in the dark for about two 
hours to look for them – in vain. In the end 
my show was moved to the next day and it was 
magical. My worst experience I had last year 
when my mom came to see one of my gigs for 
the very first time. It was in Geneva and I was 
super nervous. No one was there, the club 
was empty and it was just depressing. So my 
mom got a completely wrong impression of my 
work. I convinced her to come see me in Paris 
where I had an amazing time and she could 
see the real thing. But that’s the industry: You 
never know how it’s going to turn out. The 
song that always works is “The L Word”, my 
most popular one. It’s the safest one and I don’t 
really like to play it anymore. But people still 
want to hear it. I enjoy to play stuff that I am 
excited about, that I want to share with people. 
If you start trying to please people too much it 
doesn’t work. What’s most important to have 
a good party though is the sound system. It’s 
hard to get into the mood if the sound is not 
right. I don’t care about the venue, if it’s under-
ground or posh. But it’s important to have a 
good crowd. For the last party ever on earth I’d 
hire Wolf+Lamb, Soul Clap and Ross Tanner.

denizkurtel.com
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alexander Waldron

Alexander Waldron, based in Berlin, is not 
only a DJ but also the founder of Greco-
Roman party collective and record label, 
which counts releases by the likes of Totally 
Enormous Extinct Dinosaurs, Joe “Hot Chip” 
Goddard, Drums of Death and many more.

“Erotic City” from Prince even gets the 
laziest crowd on its feet. But in the end good 
parties are all about being with interesting 
people who don't have anything important to 
do the next day. Good music and an interest-
ing location are just details. The most insane 
place I’ve ever played at was in the deep end 
of a disused swimming pool in Berlin. The 
craziest party I remember was the Greco-
Roman night in Manchester: I’ll only say 
stage invasions, power cuts and Drums of 
Death’s debut show. The worst one was in a 
fake warehouse in London where undercover 
policemen showed up. For the last party 
on earth I’d put the Swedish House Mafia 
behind the decks, of course. 

greco-roman.net

Joakim

French DJ Joakim, based between Paris 
and New York, just produced Belgian band 
Montevideo’s new album before embarking 
on a tour through Asia in October. His latest 
record “Nothing Gold” was released on his 
Tigersushi label.

I’ve played quite a few parties, hard to say 
which ones were the very best ones because 
memories fade. Lately I played two amazing 
parties. One was an outdoor daytime party in 
Sao Paulo, in the courtyard of a museum. I love 

playing in Brazil because those Brazilians 
just love music. 3000 people dancing on slow 
mo disco with a smile on their face – that’s 
pretty unbeatable. I also loved this party 
called “A club called Rhonda” in Los Angeles 
this year. It’s a rather gay party, girls get all 
dressed up, and everyone goes really wild. 
The line-ups are always top notch, no cheesy 
superstar DJs, although the party has become 
super famous (apparently after Dita Von Teese 
said it was the best one in LA!) and everyone 
is begging to play there now. The craziest 
location I ever played at was definitely the 
Cathedral of Carthage in Tunisia.

Although now you may have the feeling 
that every party is amazing, especially if you 
look at DJs’ Twitter feeds, there’s always a 
good proportion of bad parties. The track that 
always gets a crowd on its feet is the extended 
12” mix of “Carly Simon – Why”. The most 
important conditions for a good party are a 
good mix of people, a good balance of girls 
and boys, or even better, girls and gays, who 
are open-minded and willing to have a good 
time. A good sound system is also important. 
But after 15 years of doing this it is still really 
hard for me to predict if a party is going to be 
good or not. For the last one on earth I’d hire 
the following, if I have to choose alive ones: 
Harvey, Marc Pinol and Gilb’r.

soundcloud.com/joakimbouaziz

brodinski

In 2007, Brodinski rose to sudden DJ 
stardom with his debut single “Bad Runner”.  
Going back and forth between Paris and LA, 
the Frenchman just released a new EP on 
Bromance Records.

One of my craziest souvenirs ever is the 
Bromance Coachella second weekend party 
2012 that took place in a ranch with Pipes, 
Nick Hook, Louisahhh, Thee Mike B, Busy 
P & Snoop Dogg. It was a proper rap rave! 
Playing Ben Klock and Juicy J at the same 
time. When it comes to locations I especially 
liked Capetown city hall for Sonar in South 
Africa this year. The place was so amazing…
It was difficult to play usual dance music but 
people were pretty crazy! 

In general pre-requisites for a really good 
party are a good soundsystem, 80 percent 
girls, a lot of green, no neighbours and a cock-
tail bar – because cocktails get people drunk 
even if they don't want to. The bad parties 
I don’t even remember, but oh boy, I had 
several of those. When it’s not going well 
there are two tracks that always get the crowd 
moving: “Welcome to my hood” from DJ 
Khaled and “Depravity” from Gesaffelstein. 
For the last party on earth I would pick 
Andrew Weatherall, Dj Slow & Thee Mike B.

brodinski.net  

Jazzanova

Juergen von Knoblauch is part of Berlin-
based DJ and producer collective Jazzanova, 
skillfully blending together chillout, nu-jazz 
and various jazz house styles since 1995.

My craziest party ever? The Summersound 
DJ Picknick in Dortmund 2010 where I played 
for a crowd of two and three year old kids. 
An insane location was definitely the Malaga 
castle Alcazaba in Spain, I played there in 
2007. The worst that can happen is when the 
feedback of the record players and the jog 
wheels of the cd players are overused and 
shaky. But a track like “Make it good” from 
The White Lamp always gets the crowd on 
its feet. The most important pre-requisite for 
a good party though is a great record shop 
with a good selection of new and second hand 
stuff. For the last party on this planet I’d pick 
Hunee, Dego and Jazzanova’s Alex as DJs.

jazzanova.com


