
 

A  Crackup At The Race Riots 
is a novel, or rather an epi-
sodic writing experiment, 
by American author, film-

maker and artist Harmony Korine. And 
it doesn’t really come by surprise that the 
erratic, fragmentary nature of the funny, 
dark and at times absurd book appealed 
to Ghent artist trio Leo Gabin, whose 
collage-like paintings and videos often 
reveal a similar atmospheric and dispa-
rate quality. Inspired by Korine’s “story”, 
which takes place in Florida, the three 
young Belgians set out to make a video  
revealing their own personal take on the 
so-called sunshine state with seemingly 
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random sequences of found footage evoking  
the same poetic sadness as displayed in 
the book. “Florida is an interesting place. 
There is this duality with its retirement 
communities, vacation, Disney World, 
sun, beaches and spring break on the one 
hand, but then there’s this more sinister 
side to it due to being hit so hard by the 
economical collapse and real estate crash 
a few years back, adding associations of 
boredom, poverty and unemployment. 
When searching images, we found many 
videos of people filming the decay, aban-
doned houses, empty malls orbankrupt  
businesses; artifacts of once prosperous 
times”, the threesome explains.
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The selection of paintings or rather collages 
presented here, are intrinsically connected to 
the video, conveying a corresponding cut-up, 
multilayer style. All images used in the paint-
ings are equally derived from Floridian ama-
teur footage. “Like always, images find their 
way onto the canvas because they relate to 
what we are interested in at that moment 
and currently looking at online. Our interest 
has always been in how people use new me-
dia to express themselves and capture their 
surroundings,” Lieven Deconinck, Gaëtan  
Begerem, and Robin De Vooght clarify. Their 
captivating works around A Crackup At The 
Race Riots play with the notion of the Amer-
ican dream and explore a foreigner’s interpre-
tation on what constitutes American life in a 
compelling, emotive mix of hope, despair, hap-
piness and sorrow. When viewing Leo Gabin’s 
creations, there’s no sign that there’s a trio  
behind it all: the artworks are tied together 
by a harmonic style, mood and energy, a result 
of an approach avoiding the division of tasks: 

“From the beginning we knew that what we 
do is not about the individual. How much is  
individually contributed will vary in each work. 
A piece is finished when there’s this feeling 
between ourselves where we just know. Some-

times this is instant, at other times we have to 
let a piece rest for a while and occasionally we 
put on a new primer and start again. The traces  
the work contains because of the first layer 
add to the final piece,” they say.

 
A Crackup At The Race Riots was recently on show 
at London’s White Cube.


