
MARLENE DUMAS / LUC TUYMANSIn 
a juxtaposition of the work of two of the 
greatest artists of our time, Antwerp’s Zeno 
X Gallery is uniting Marlene Dumas and 
Luc Tuymans for a fascinating show. South 
African Dumas, who lives and works in 
Amsterdam, and Belgian Tuymans, both 
born in the 50s, both opted for figurative 
painting at a time when the discipline was 
under fire and widely declared dead. Their 
paths have already crossed a few times, 
such as in 1992 when Jan Hoet selected 
the pair for their first appearance at 
Documenta, and in 1993 for an exhibition 
curated by Kaspar König and Hans-Ulricht 
Obrist. For this show, the artists will be 
showing new works seen for the very first 
time. 
↓ 
From 6 November to 21 December 
Zeno X Gallery, Godtsstraat 15 – 2140 Antwerp  
 
zeno-x.com
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DUMAS MARLENE © Peter Cox. Courtesy Zeno X Gallery Antwerp.

LUC TUYMANS © Pictura imaginis. Courtesy Zeno X Gallery Antwerp



ADAM McEWEN  
From photographs and installations to 
sculptures and paintings, contemporary 
pop and consumer culture provide the 
inspiration for Londoner Adam McEwen's 
boundary-breaking work, which features 
such banal subjects as chewing gum, 
newspaper obituaries, text messages and 
shop signage. Some of his best known 
works are the blown-up reproductions of 
obituaries written for still-living celebrities, 
as well as his Bomber Harris series: 
paintings replicating photos of New York’s 
sidewalks full of chewing gum which 
McEwen says reminded him of bombed 
German cities during World War II. His 
latest sponge works are now being shown 
at Rodolphe Janssen Gallery, in which he 
resurrects this iconic series by reprinting 
his old gum photos on cellulose sponge, 
soaking them in resin and mounting them 
on aluminium. An intriguing and funny 
exercise that exposes the blurred lines 
between history, reality and fiction.
↓ 
Until 21 December 
Galerie Rodolphe Janssen, Rue de Livourne 35 - 
1050 Brussels 
 
galerierodolphejanssen.com
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Courtesy of Galerie Rodolphe Janssen



ERWIN WURM  
Austrian artist Erwin Wurm turned 
traditional notions of contemporary 
sculpture upside down by integrating into 
his sculptural experiments a wide variety 
of other media, from text and video to 
photography and painting. Best known 
for his One Minute Sculptures (60-second 
stagings of often rather odd instances) 
Wurm’s work could easily be considered 
parodies of the art world they exist in, 
stretching notions of acceptance to the 
limits through a heady mix of humour, irony 
and paradox. While still largely inspired 
by everyday objects and popular culture, 
Wurm has lately been moving closer to 
more technically challenging sculptures 
and Xavier Hufkens is now featuring some 
of his latest pieces, including those from 
his Abstract Attack series which depicts 
different buildings being destroyed by 
sausages. 
↓ 
Until 4 January  
Xavier Hufkens, Rue St-Georges 107 – 1050 Brussels 
 
xavierhufkens.com
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Courtesy of Xavier Hufkens Gallery



WALTER SWENNEN  
Belgian artist Walter Swennen has enjoyed 
a long and fruitful career which Wiels is 
now honouring with a retrospective called 
So far so good. Swennen is widely seen 
as one the country’s major contemporary 
art figures, though it took him a while to 
get there: originally trained as an etcher 
he went on to study psychology and even 
had a stint as a poet. It wasn’t until the 
early 80s that he decided to dedicate his 
career to painting. Paying special attention 
to this change in focus, Wiels’ show 
gathers about 130 paintings and drawings 
from the artist’s earlier days to today, 
presenting a body of work characterised by 
its distinctive experimental, unpredictable 
and improvisational tendencies that 
developed from playful, language-based 
paintings into a practice heavily focussed 
on motifs, emblems and meanings, and 
the relationship between image and 
abstraction. 
↓ 
Until 26 January 2014 
Wiels, Avenue Van Volxem 354 - 1190 Brussels 
 
wiels.org
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© Derek Li Wan Po. Courtesy Nicolas Krupp Contemporary Art, Basel

Private collection, Paris


